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INTRODUCTION

The Maorth Slope Borough devalopsd a coastal management program to
gnhance ity ability to manage coastsl resources and o plan for
balegnced usa. Tha Narth  Elepe Borough Cosstal Management
Fragram, tggathar with tha comprahancive plan, {and usa ordinance,
subddivision  ardlnances, geographic infermation  system, and the
avtomated review and comment system compreits the basrs  and
gtructure nesdad to resolve land use and resgurce managemsnt issuas
in coastal arctic Alaska. Tha Morth ‘Slupe Berough Coastal Manage-
ment Program attempts to resclve coastal resource vze conflicts whike
providing both for future growth and conservation. With an
approaved coastal managament program,  decizions about  cozstal
resourck use, Jubsistence sctivities, vlllage growth, and Industrial
davelopmant can be basad on knowlsdge of existing biclogicsl,
physical, and sociomconomic conditwon:t and thorocugh undarstanding of
the alternatives to & given resource use or relatad activity,

ASSEMBLED DOCUMENTS CONTAINING THE NORTH SLOFE BOROUGH
COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

An assemblage of four documents constitute the Morth Slope Borough
Coastal Managem#nt Pragram. They include the following:

Thit SBackoround Repart;
& Aesource Atlas gontaining 221 maps)

o Tha Morth Slopa Borough Coastal Managament
Program;
o A Bilingual Summary

Thiz Background Report includes resgurce inventory and analysis
material with in-depth data and assessments, which In conjunction



with the map atlis, provide technical support for tha MNorth 5Slope
Borough Coastal Management Program. Readsrs wlll find  these
companion  pinges ysaful refarences in  substantiation of program
gements and standards .

WHAT |5 COASTAL MAMAGEMENT?

Cosatal management is & joint planping and managemant =ffort by
local, state, and federal governmants and the private sector to
manage coastal resources and promote thair wiss and balanced uis.
Competing dJdemands on the natural, commercial, recreationsl,
ecalegical. industrial. and assthetic resgurces of the coazt have in-
croated significantly sinew 1980,  Initially, local, state, and feclaral
governments lacked suffigiant planning and regulaiory authority,
which resultad in 3 pisceamaal, short-térm managarmant approach to the

allazgtion of coastal respurces and use of coastal areac.

In 1972, recognizing tha national need for s coordinated governmental
approach te the balanced utilization of coastal resouvrces, Congress
paszaed the Faderml Coastal Fone Management dct (CIMAY. Tha {ZMA
aztablithed a natwonal program for the management, beneficial vie,
protection, and development of coastel land and water resocurces.
The federal program was desigred to assict ctates in execcising thaie
management responsibilities ovar land and watar resources through
the develcpmant and ieplamentation of stats coastal management
programs. Tha intsnt of Congress was to achieve wizes use of land
and water resoyrces of the coastma| ona while giving consideration to
scological, cultural, historical, and assthetle valuss and the needs of
aconomic developmant.

Alazka exhibited afl of the intense preasures on cpastal rescurces
whith promptéd Congress te énact the CZMA. Advences In patraleum
products and minersl sxtraction tachnologis: wars bringing once
inaccaksibla regions of the Alaska coast and cpastal rescurces within
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profitable resch of large-seale industrialitation,  This resulted i.nl
subsatantial aconomic, social, cultural, and environmental impacts on
wildernesy copatal arass and ther Mativa Inhabitants,. The wra and
diversity of Alagka's coactal acaa and waalth of coastaf reasources re-
quired spegially adaptad organizational arrangements for coastal
management, Thos« spacializad needs wara raflacted 0 the passage
of the Alasks Coastal Managament Act of 1977 (A% 44.719.381-8394 and
45,401, which provided for a stata coastal managemant program
mathodoelogy basad on the partnecship of sharad state and [ocal
management razponsibilities for coastal aress and reacources.

The goals of the State, in craating a coastal managemant program are
set forth in the legislative policy of the Alaska Coastal Managamant
Act, as followa:

1. Fratarve, protact, develop. use. and, where neceasary,
ragtors or anhance the coastal rezcources of the state for
this and succeeding ganaratione;

2. Encourage coordineted pianning and decision making in the

. coaktal area among level: of governmant and  otizan:
2ngaging in or affected by activities involving the coastal
resources of the state;

3. Davelep a2 managament program which sets oot policies,
obectives, standard:s and procedures to guide and resclve
conflicts ameng public and private activities invelving the
use of resources which have a direct and significant impact
upon the coastal [and and water of the state;

d, Agsure tha participation of the public, local governmant:,
and agencies of the state and federal governmeants in the
development and implementation of a2 coastal managament
program;

5. Litilize axisting povernmental structures and authorities, to
Eha masimurn extent frazible, to achiewe tha policie: set put
in thic sectiopn; and

6. Suthorize and reduira state agencies o carry out their
planning  duties, powers and  responsibibities and  take
actions suthorized by law with reipect o progrems sffecting
the uvie of the reaxcurces of the coastal ared in accordance
with the policies sat out in this section and the guidalines
and standards adoptad by the Alaska Coastal Policy Council
under A3 46,33,




The legislation further stated that the Alaske Cozsial Mansgement
Frogram will be consistent with the following objectives:

1. The uie, managament, restoration and anhancement of the
ovarall quality of the coastal environment;

2. The developmeant of mdustrial or commercial -anterprises
which are conszistent with tha =zocial, cultursl, histeric,
sconomic, and anviconmentsl interests of the pmopla of the
atats;

3 The orderly. balancad ctilizatioch and protection of the
resources of the coastal  area  censisteant with  sowund
congervatian and sustained yield principlas;

4, The management of coastal lsnd and water uses in such =
manner that, gengrally, thoss uses which are sconomically
ar ghysically dependent on a coastal lpcation are given
higher prierity whan compared to uvses which do not
eoonomically or physically require a coastal ocation;

5. The protection 3nd management of wgnificant histomic,
cultaral, patural and assthatte vafuss and natoral eyztems
or grocastas within the coastal araa;

6. The prevention of damags to or degradation of land and
water rezerved for their natural values as a3 result of
incongistent lend or water usages adjacent to that land.

7. The recogrmition of tha nsed for a continuing supply of
energy to meat the requirsments of the stats and tha
contribution of & share of the state’s resources to mest
natigngl energy needs; and

a. Thae full and fair evaloation of all demandes o tha land and
water in the cosactal aras,

The Alaska Coattal Managemant Act crexted the Alaska Coastal Policy
Council to be houzed in the Offica of the Gevernar. One pf the
initial duties of tha councll was to sdapt usa, habitat, and resourcs
standards far the Alasks Coastal Management Program and goidelines
for the development of district coastal management programa.  Tha
legislatyre =subsegquently approved these standards and guidehnss as
the minimum requirsments for coastal management n Alaska and
incorpurated theam ia the Alatka Administrativa Cods. Local coastal
rascurce districts and state agsncies bath are bound by the standards
when considering wuses and  activities in  coastal aress, coastal



habitats, and specified coastal resources. The Alazska Cﬂitil-

Management Frogram cutlinez the planning procegs o be followed by
local  coastal resource  districts in preparing district  coastal

management programes.

The Alaska Coastal Policy Council is responsiblea for  statewida
oversight and coardinatlon of coastal management efforts, Coastal
management plans devaloped by local coastal resgurce districts, such
ac the Morth Slope Borough, must reflect the desires and azpirations
of lacsl residants, land and water uses and activity along the coast,
and the coactal resourcer contained within a district. These distriet
constal management programa are the bwilding blocks of the Alaska
Cpastal Management Pragram: thraogh which lecal, state, and fadaral
govarnments and the private sactor cosperate to manzge Alaska's
coastal resgurces and promote their wicse use andg develapmant.

DISTRICT PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The Alazks Coastal Managemeni Act provides for district cosstal
programs toe be developed in conformity with the general guidelines
and standards of the Alasks Coastal Menagement FProgram. Digtrict
coastal  progrems,  such  as the HNorth  Slope  Boerough  Coastal
Mansgemant Frogram, reflect onigque local issuss, respurces, and
policies toward coastal management. Once drafted, these programs
ard subject be ravieny By state and federal sgencies: and approval by
both the district governmental body (e.g., borpugh assembly) and
the Alaska Coastal Policy Council.

Ceastal management program elements form the core of the distret
program. Elements addressed i program development inglude:

MNaeds, objsctives and goals
Grrganizetion
Bovndariss



Resouree invahntory
Aegource analysls

Subject uzes

Propar and impropar uses
Pollcias

Tmplamentation

Fublic participation

In addition to district coastal management program alsments, the
Alaska Coastal Policy Coungil has approved and sadopted standards for
major land and water uses and activities, coastal habltets, and
rasourcas in  the coastal rone.  Uses, hobitats and ressurces
addressed in pragram development include:

Coastal developmeant

Geophysicat hazard arsss

Recreation

Engrgy fagilitiss

Transportation and utilities

Fith and senfood praceszing

Timbar harvait and procasiing

KMining and minsrsl processing

Subsistence

Coagtal habitats [including offchors areac; astuaries; wetland:
and tdaflats; rocky iglands and seacliffs; barrier igtands
and lagoons; high- eafargy  coasts, important upland
habitats: and rivers, streams. and lakes)

Air. land angd water guajity

Historic, prehistoric, and archasologQical reasourcas

Two othar mportant coastal management progrsn aspacts spacifically
addreassed by the Morth 5lope Borough pre Aress wWhich Merit Special
Attention (AMSA) and Uses of State Concern.  AMSA  dasignation
allows for spegial managemant efferts by and thosea provided for
unigue aasthetic, scological, geephysical, or Industrial valugs present
in @ delineated geographic araa, Usss of state concern intlude those



which would significantiy affeet the long-term public  interest.
Appandin A of the Coastal Management Progeam provides: 3 mors

detailed description of the major coastal managemeant progrem alamants
and standards.



